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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING
Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17
The Lord says this: I am going to 
look after my flock myself and keep 
all of it in view. As a shepherd keeps 
all his flock in view when he stands 
up in the middle of his scattered 
sheep, so shall I keep my sheep in 
view. I shall rescue them from 
wherever they have been scattered 
during the mist and darkness. I 
myself will pasture my sheep, I 
myself will show them where to 
rest – it is the Lord who speaks. I 
shall look for the lost one, bring 
back the stray, bandage the wounded 
and make the weak strong. I shall 
watch over the fat and healthy. I 
shall be a true shepherd to them.
  As for you, my sheep, the Lord 
says this: I will judge between sheep 
and sheep, between rams and he-
goats.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 22:1-3, 5-6
The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want.

SECOND READING
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28
Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the first-fruits of all who have fallen 
asleep. Death came through one man 
and in the same way the resurrection 

of the dead has come through one 
man. Just as all men die in Adam, so 
all men will be brought to life in 
Christ; but all of them in their proper 
order: Christ as the first-fruits and 
then, after the coming of Christ, 
those who belong to him. After that 
will come the end, when he hands 
over the kingdom to God the Father, 
having done away with every 
sovereignty, authority and power. 
For he must be king until he has put 
all his enemies under his feet and the 
last of the enemies to be destroyed is 
death. And when everything is 
subjected to him, then the Son 
himself will be subject in his turn to 
the One who subjected all things to 
him, so that God may be all in all.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Mark 11:9, 10
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessings on him who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Blessings on the 
coming kingdom of our father 
David!  Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the 
Son of Man comes in his glory, 
escorted by all the angels, then he 
will take his seat on his throne of 
glory. 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
Fr Charles Gauci (Parish Priest -
involved in another ministry in 2017)
Fr Tony Telford-Sharp (Parish 
Administrator - 8382 1717)
Fr Peter Zwaans (Associate Priest)
Fr Josy Sebastian (A/P - 0452 524 169)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mrs Annette Roestenburg 
(8553 8281; rostie2@bigpond.com)
(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Wednesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd and 4th Sunday - 3.00pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 2.00pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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8. Eucharistic communities that are viable will 
be enabled to continue. 

There will be times when there will be a need to 
discern whether particular communities remain 
viable. But smaller Eucharistic communities can 
be closer to the people, and are to be maintained 
in our new and emerging pastoral structures, as 
long as they have the capacity, and the ministers, 
to be a genuine centre of Christian life, to have 
formation in discipleship, outreach to those in 
need and life-giving Eucharistic celebrations. 
It is important to recognize the value of other 
forms of prayer in such communities, including 
Services of the Word, and Liturgies of the Word 
with Holy Communion. 
 

 

 

IIPARISH NOTICES –26/11/17 
1. Thank you to Fr Tony for saying Mass 
today. 
2. Next Sunday there will be Mass with Fr 
Tony. 
3. Confession is available every Sunday in 
Kingscote at 30 minutes before Mass. 

     4. Parish Shared Lunch, change of date 

      Now Sunday 3rd Dec. After Mass at the 
Howson’s.  Please bring a plate of food to 
share and your drinks. 

      5. Ladies Guild on Monday 27th November at 
9-30am, followed by our Christmas 
Luncheon (venue to be advised). 
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 NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Jim Airton , Francis E Bannan, Vic Banner, Clorice 
Bates,Toni Berden,  Leon Bourke , Imogen Brinkley, 
Harold Burgess, Donald Chalmers, Tim Clark, Evelyn 
Drane, John and Dien Hendrix, Carmel Higgins, Agnes 
Hughes, Margaret Hughes, Peggy Imboden, Andrew 
Kelly, Thomas Lydon, John McDonald, Colleen Moore, 
Roger Pahl, Teresa Paniza, Sam Perkins, Roy Rayson, 
Helen Redden, Patricia Ross, Harold Semler,Marie 
Slagter,  Pat Smith, Graham Turner, Gwen Willson and all 
the faithful departed. 

 

 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please pray for Pat Barrett, Annemeike 
Berden, Marj and Jimmy Browne, Denice 
Carter, Lloyd & Aileen Dodson & 
family,Jenny Fechner, Diane Florenance, 
Charles & Sue Gorman, John Lavers, 
Elijah & Magenta Laundy and family, Ben 
Martin, Janice Mills,Dianne McCarthy, 
Philip McDonald, Peter Murray,Max Moss, 
Darren Morris, Deidre Morrison, Mick 
Muller, Jill Oldfield, Jack Pitcher, 
Margaret Rich, Anthony Roestenburg, Bill 
Roestenburg, Darren Smith, John Smith, 
Peter Smith, Linda Tippett, Greg Turner, 
Patrick Walsh and  Rob Wilkinson. 

  May they know the healing love of 
Christ through our actions and His 
healing presence 
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GOD’S CLOSENESS
There’s a growing body of literature 
today that chronicles the experience 
of persons who were clinically dead 
for a period of time (minutes or 
hours) and were medically 
resuscitated and brought back to 
life.  Many of us, for example, are 
familiar with Dr. Eben Alexander’s 
book, Proof of Heaven: A 
Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the 
Afterlife. More recently Hollywood 
produced a movie, Miracles from 
Heaven, which portrays the true 
story of a young Texas girl who was 
clinically dead, medically revived, 
and who shares what she 
experienced in the afterlife.
There are now hundreds of stories 
like this, gathered through dozens of 
years, published or simply shared 
with loved ones. What’s interesting 
(and consoling) is that virtually all 
these stories are wonderfully 
positive, irrespective of the person’s 
faith or religious background. In 
virtually every case their experience, 
while partially indescribable, was 
one in which they felt a warm, 
personal, overwhelming sense of 
love, light, and welcome, and not a 
few of them found themselves 
meeting relatives of theirs that had 
passed on before them, sometimes 
even relatives that they didn’t know 
they had. As well, in virtually every 
case, they did not want to return to 
life here but, like Peter on the 
Mountain of the Transfiguration, 
wanted to stay there.

Recently while speaking at 
conference, I referenced this 
literature and pointed out that, 
among other things, it seems 
everyone goes to heaven when they 
die. This, of course, immediately 
sparked a spirited discussion: “What 
about hell? Aren’t we judged when 
we die? Doesn’t anyone go to hell?” 
My answer to those questions, which 
need far more nuance than are 
contained in a short soundbite, was 
that while we all go to heaven when 

we die, depending upon our moral 
and spiritual disposition, we might 
not want to stay there. Hell, as Jesus 
assures us, is a real option; though, 
as Jesus also assures us, we judge 
ourselves. God puts no one to hell. 
Hell is our choice.

However it was what happened after 
this discussion that I want to share 
here: A woman approached me as I 
was leaving and told me that she had 
had this exact experience. She had 
been clinically dead for some 
minutes and then revived through 
medical resuscitation. And, just like 
the experience of all the others in the 
literature around this issue, she too 
experienced a wonderful warmth, 
light, and welcome, and did not want 
to return to life here on earth. Inside 
of all of this warmth and love 
however what she remembers most 
and most wants to share with others 
is this: I learned that God is very 
close. We have no idea how close 
God is to us. God is closer to us than 
we ever imagine! Her experience has 
left her forever branded with a sense 
of God’s warmth, love, and 
welcome, but what’s left the deepest 
brand of all inside her is the sense of 
God’s closeness.

I was struck by this because, like 
millions of others, I generally don’t 
feel that closeness, or at least don’t 
feel it very affectively or 
imaginatively. God can seem pretty 
far away, abstract and impersonal, a 
Deity with millions of things to 
worry about without having to worry 
about the minutiae of my small life.

Moreover, as Christians, we believe 
that God is infinite and ineffable. 
This means that while we 
can know God, we can 
never imagine God. Given that truth, 
it makes it even harder for us to 
imagine that the infinite Creator and 
Sustainer of all things is intimately 

and personally present inside us, 
worrying with, sharing our 
heartaches, and knowing our most 
guarded feelings.

Compounding this is the fact that 
whenever we do try to imagine 
God’s person our imaginations come 
up against the unimaginable. For 
example, try to imagine this: There 
are billions of persons on this earth 
and billions more have lived on this 
earth before us. At this very minute, 
thousands of people are being born, 
thousands are dying, thousands are 
sinning, thousands are doing 
virtuous acts, thousands are making 
love, thousands are experiencing 
violence, thousands are feeling their 
hearts swelling with joy, all of this 
part of trillions upon trillions of 
phenomena. How can one heart, one 
mind, one person be consciously on 
top of all of this and so fully aware 
and empathetic that no hair falls 
from our heads or sparrow from the 
sky without this person taking 
notice? It’s impossible to imagine, 
pure and simple, and that’s part of 
the very definition of God.

How can God be as close to us as we 
are to ourselves?  Partly this is 
mystery, and wisdom bids us 
befriend mystery because anything 
we can understand is not very deep! 
The mystery of God’s intimate, 
personal presence inside us is 
beyond our imaginations. But 
everything within our faith tradition 
and now most everything in the 
testimony of hundreds of people who 
have experienced the afterlife assure 
us that, while God may be infinite 
and ineffable, God is very close to 
us, closer than we imagine.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the 
English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty 
newspapers worldwide.
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All the nations will be assembled 
before him and he will separate men 
one from another as the shepherd 
separates sheep from goats. He will 
place the sheep on his right hand and 
the goats on his left.
  

‘Then the King will say to those on 
his right hand, “Come, you whom 
my Father has blessed, take for your 
heritage the kingdom prepared for 
you since the foundation of the 
world. For I was hungry and you 
gave me food; I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink; I was a stranger and 
you made me welcome; naked and 
you clothed me, sick and you visited 
me, in prison and you came to see 
me.” Then the virtuous will say to 
him in reply, “Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you; or thirsty 
and give you drink? When did we 
see you a stranger and make you 
welcome; naked and clothe you; sick 
or in prison and go to see you?” And 
the King will answer, “I tell you 
solemnly, in so far as you did this to 
one of the least of these brothers of 
mine, you did it to me.”
  

‘Next he will say to those on his left 
hand, “Go away from me, with your 
curse upon you, to the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 
For I was hungry and you never 
gave me food; I was thirsty and you 
never gave me anything to drink; I 
was a stranger and you never made 
me welcome, naked and you never 
clothed me, sick and in prison and 
you never visited me.” Then it will 
be their turn to ask, “Lord, when did 
we see you hungry or thirsty, a 
stranger or naked, sick or in prison, 
and did not come to your help?” 
Then he will answer, “I tell you 
solemnly, in so far as you neglected 
to do this to one of the least of these, 
you neglected to do it to me.”
  

‘And they will go away to eternal 
punishment, and the virtuous to 
eternal life.’

EXPLORING THE WORD
Over the last few weeks the gospel 
texts have dealt with issues of being 

(Continued from page 1)REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st, 3rd Sundays 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am 

Tuesday 1st week 9.00am and 9.45am
(later Mass followed by Tuesday Chats) 

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 9.00am (St John’s School)

Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
2nd, 4th Sunday 3.00pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 2.00pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.00am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday (other than 1st) 9.00am
1st Friday 11.30am

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

prepared, staying ready, and using 
our gifts well. In some ways, all 
these themes culminate in today’s 
text. This gospel presents us with 
the bottom line! Are we judged 
worthy of a place in the kingdom? 
The criteria for being judged worthy 
are very clear—it is how we have 
served those most in need. This is 
what will count. If we do not see 
Christ in our brothers and sisters in 
need, then our faith is blind and will 
not lead to the kingdom. 
There is another aspect of this 
gospel which should not be 
overlooked. It is the apocalyptic 
vision of the Son of Man coming in 
glory and reigning over all the 
nations as King. To the King 
belongs the right of judgement and 
reward or punishment. While 
Matthew’s community was in the 
‘in-between’ time, the evangelist 
held before them the central truth 
that the Son of Man, the King, will 
come again in his glory as judge. 

  

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(27 November - 3 December)

• Monday, 27: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 34 (Dan 1:1-6, 8-20; Lk 21:1-4)

• Tuesday, 28: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 34 (Dan 2_31-45; Lk 21:5-11)

• Wednesday, 29: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 34 (Dan 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 
23-28)

• Thursday, 30: St Andrew (Rom 
10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22)

• Friday, 1: Weekday, Ordinary Time 
34 (Dan 7:2-14; Lk 21:29-33)

• Saturday, 2: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 34 (Dan 7:15-27; Lk 21:34-36)

• Sunday 3: Christ the King (Ezek 
34:11-12, 15-17; 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; 
Mt 25:31-46)

THE YEAR OF YOUTH

PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).
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